
Glass cladding camouflages the 
pure geometry of Tower House, 
thus incorporating the building 
into its natural surroundings.
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Looking for the optimal arrangement of the pri-
mary building blocks that would constitute Tower 
House – living room, kitchen, three bedrooms 
with adjoining baths – New York City-based  
studio Peter Gluck and Partners set out to ‘accen-
tuate the experience of the site’. The result is a  
‘tree house for grown-ups’ that is mindful of its 
natural surroundings and indebted to its geo-
graphical location: a mountainous area affording 
astonishing views.

In a diagram that explains the design of 
Tower House, the final concept seems 
to be the result of taking a jigsaw puzzle 
apart and putting the pieces back togeth-
er. Is this a representation of the design 
process or a retrospective?
TOM GLUCK (Peter Gluck and Partners): 

Unfortunately, a lot of times it does happen that 
diagrams are just a retrospective of the design, but 
in this case they actually show how we worked. The 
programme was very simple. It was about creating 
basic spaces for a vacation house for a small fam-
ily, so we wanted to take the primary programmatic 
blocks of any residence and rearrange them in new 

Peter Gluck 
appreciates the view

ways. The stack effect seemed ideal, because it 
engages the house with its immediate local envi-
ronment and with views of the Catskill Mountains 
in the distance. 

Why did you use glass cladding?
We asked ourselves this question: How 

does the building relate to its surroundings? The 
first, instinctive idea would be to use natural ma-
terials like wood. But, looking at the building’s 
pure, geometric, clearly man-made form, we de-
cided that glass could emphasize these traits 
while at the same time camouflaging the building 
into its surroundings. The reflective quality of the 
glass blends the house with its location without 
trying to mimic the scenic environment.

Did the firm have complete freedom in the 
design of this house?
Yes, and that required a very willing client. 

Not everyone accepts the need to climb four sets 
of stairs, for example. There had to be a willingness 
to go on this journey and to let the design itself  
determine the ultimate outcome.
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